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This is a useful small book intended, in the author's words, "to introduce new users to manual wheelchairs". It commences with good summaries of manual wheelchair types and their features and a brief history of how these have developed. Useful sections summarise the types of cushions which are available and the prescription process to select the most appropriate wheelchairs. The following section on Seating however is very brief probably because it is too complex a subject to incorporate in a book of this nature. From the user's viewpoint, probably the most interesting sections relate to operating the wheelchair from a simple theoretical viewpoint, followed by practical hints on usage, maintenance and care of the wheelchair.
The book is written from an American viewpoint as reflected in the types of wheelchairs described and the appendix of American manufacturers. An example of this characteristic is that there is virtually no mention of attendant propelled manual wheelchairs. These account for some 50% of the wheelchairs in some countries such as the United Kingdom.
ISBN 1-880902-044.
The most useful and valuable message which comes out of this book relates to the wide range of needs a user may have on a wheelchair and the corresponding wide range of wheelchairs which are available to fulfil these needs. The selection of an apparently simple device is in fact quite complex.
Given its limitations, this small book could be very valuable for the user who is sufficiently enthusiastic and interested to participate actively in the process of selecting a wheelchair and subsequently using it to its best potential. Such users would derive considerable benefit from this information but not all users would necessarily have this motivation to derive the benefits from the book. Despite its leaning towards the user, the book would also be extremely beneficial as an introduction to professionals embarking on work involving wheelchairs.
In summary, this book is a most welcome addition to the literature on wheelchairs and is of relevance and interest to both users and professionals. It highlights the need for a similar book on powered wheelchairs.
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